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Glossary of Acronyms

Meaning and Explanation

Annualized Average Daily Traffic. A measure used primar-
ily in transportation planning and transportation engineering that
expresses the total volume of vehicle traffic of a highway or road
for a calendar year, divided by 365 days. AADT is a useful and
simple measurement of how busy the road is.

Acronym

American Association of State Highway and Transpor-
tation Officials. A standards-setting body with nationwide
representation which publishes specifications, test protocols and
guidelines which are used in highway design and construction
throughout the United States. The most widely-used publication
is AASHTO'’s Policy on the Geometric Design of Roadways and
Streets, commonly referred to as the ‘Green Book’ because of the
color of its print covers.

Atlanta Regional Commission. ARC is a regional plan-

ning body that serves as the Atlanta metropolitan area’s MPO, a
federally-mandated agency that distributes federal transportation
funding.

Clean Air Campaign. A non-profit organization representing
the 20-county Atlanta metropolitan area that offers programs and
services to employers, employees, schools and individual citizens
that illustrate the economic and environmental benefits of ride
sharing.

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality. A federal program
created in the early 1990s to fund surface transportation and other
related projects that contribute to air quality improvements and
reduce congestion.

Comprehensive Transportation Plan. CTPs are developed
in all metropolitan Atlanta counties for the purpose of integrat-
ing transportation with land use and other community planning
concerns. ARC provides 80 percent of the funding for CTPs and
the local government developing a CTP provides the remaining 20
percent.

(Georgia) Department of Community Affairs. The state
department responsible for local government planning affairs.
DCA provides technical assistance on comprehensive planning
and administers grants and other funding.
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Glossary of Acronyms (continued)

Meaning and Explanation

Development of Regional Impact. Alarge development
exceeding a threshold of intensity (these thresholds are based on a
County’s population). DRIs require review and approval by ARC
and GRTA.

Acronym

External-Internal trips. In travel demand modeling and
forecasting, this term is used to refer to any trips (mostly vehicle,
though they can be through other transportation modes) that
begin outside of a given study area but end inside of it. For Fay-
ette Forward, the study area was the County itself, so an example
of this kind of trip would be a one-way trip from Jonesboro to
Peachtree City.

Environmental Justice. This refers to refers to an equitable
spatial distribution of burdens and benefits to groups such as ra-
cial minorities or residents of economically disadvantaged areas.
ARC has defined a series of ‘EJ Communities’ throughout the At-
lanta region on the basis of ethnic or racial population distribution
and income distribution. These communities are identified so that
planning efforts are aware of their socioeconomic characteristics
and so that any impacts from planning decisions are distributed
fairly throughout a larger community.

(United States) Environmental Protection Agency. EPA
is an agency of the United States federal government respon-
sible for protecting human health and the environment through
developing and enforcing regulations based on laws passed by
Congress. Major legislation that the EPA enforces includes the
National Environmental Policy Act, the Clean Air Act and the
Clean Water Act.

Federal Highway Administration. A division of the United
States Department of Transportation focused on highway trans-
portation. FHWA distributes federal funds related to highways
from the Highway Trust Fund and is involved in review of state
transportation agency highway projects that are funded with fed-
eral assistance.

Fayette Senior Services. A non-profit organization provid-
ing social services and limited transportation assistance to senior
citizens in Fayette County.
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Glossary of Acronyms (continued)

Meaning and Explanation

Georgia Department of Transportation. GDOT is the
state’s primary transportation agency. GDOT is responsible for
construction and maintenance on all state and federal roadways in
Georgia and, on a limited basis, is involved in the development of
public transportation and aviation facilities.

Acronym

Geographic Information Systems. A computer-based sys-
tem that captures, stores, analyzes, manages, and presents data
that are linked to location. In the simplest terms, GIS is the merg-
ing of mapping and database technology. In the Fayette Forward
process, GIS data maintained by Fayette County, ARC and GDOT
were used to develop the inventory of facilities, the analysis of
existing conditions, and the application of technical criteria in
evaluating project candidates.

Georgia Regional Transportation Authority. An agency
created by the Georgia governor and legislature in 1998 in order to
address mobility, air quality and land use and how they relate to
the transportation needs of the greater Atlanta region, including
both roads and public transit.

Highway Capacity Manual. The HCM is a research-based

publication containing concepts, guidelines, and computational
procedures for calculating the capacity and quality of service of

various highway facilities. Its methodologies are often used as a
basis for determining capacity and planning capacity-enhancing
highway projects.

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport. The
primary commercial passenger and freight airport of the Atlanta
region and the only airport offering scheduled commercial pas-
senger service. H-JATA is the world’s busiest airport by passenger
service and by aircraft movements. It is located north of Fayette
County in Clayton and southern Fulton Counties.

Human Services Transportation. This term has been de-
veloped by the Federal Transit Administration to describe trans-
portation services for persons with disabilities, older adults, and
individuals with lower incomes. The term has emerged as part of
an effort to promote local-level coordination of these services and
funding assistance for them.
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Glossary of Acronyms (continued)

Meaning and Explanation

International Civil Aviation Organization. The ICAO is a
specialized agency of the United Nations that codifies the prin-
ciples and techniques of international air navigation and promotes
planning and logistics within the international aviation system to
ensure safety and order. It maintains a naming system by which
airports are assigned four-letter codes.

Acronym

Internal-External trips. In travel demand modeling and
forecasting, this term is used to refer to any trips (mostly vehicle,
though they can be through other transportation modes) that
begin within a given study area but end outside of it. For Fayette
Forward, the study area was the County itself, so an example of
this kind of trip would be a one-way commute trip from Fayette-
ville to downtown Atlanta.

Internal-Internal trips. In travel demand modeling and
forecasting, this term is used to refer to any trips (mostly vehicle,
though they can be through other transportation modes) that
begin and end within a given study area. For Fayette Forward, the
study area was the County itself.

Intelligent Transportation Systems. ITS refers to programs
or efforts that add information and communications technology
to transportion infrastructure and vehicles. ITS is applied in an
effort to optimize the transportation system’s performance and to
improve safety and reduce vehicle wear, transportation times, and
fuel consumption.

Local Assistance Road Program. A GDOT program that
provides funding assistance to local governments for resurfacing
of non-state roadways.

Livable Centers Initiative. This is an ARC-led program spon-
soring studies to develop small-area plans for mixed-use activity
centers throughout the Atlanta region. The intend of pursuing

a mix of land uses is to reduce the need for vehicular travel. In
Fayette County, downtown Fayetteville and the Peachtree City
commercial district along west State Road 54 have completed LCI
studies.
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Glossary of Acronyms (continued)

Meaning and Explanation

Level of Service. This is an engineering-based measure of
infrastructure performance. In the case of transportation, it is
typically determined by comparing traffic volume using a facility
to its capacity. LOS is conventionally expressed in terms of letter-
based ratings (A, B, C, D, E or F) with A being the highest level of
service and F being the lowest. Chapter 2 (Section 2.5.2) provides
a description of different LOS characteristics.

Acronym

Long-Range Transportation Plan. LRTPs are the long-
range planning documents that are developed and administered
by MPOs. They usually cover a long-term time frame (typically
around 20 years).

Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority. The
authority providing scheduled public transit and paratransit
services in Fulton and Dekalb Counties. MARTA is funded largely
by a one-percent sales tax levied in those two counties and by user
fares.

Million gallons per day. This refers to water and is used as
a way of expressing a water facility’s capacity to provide and/or
treat water.

Metropolitan Planning Organization. MPOs are agencies
defined by federal transportation legislation and are required to
be created for each metropolitan area in the United States with a
population of over 50,000. They serve as the distribution agen-
cies for federal transportation funding and maintain long-range
transportation plans and the transportation improvement pro-
gram.

Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Eq-
uity Act: A Legacy for Users. The current federal transporta-
tion legislation at the time of Fayette Forward’s plan development.
SAFETEA-LU was passed by Congress in 2005 and extended in
2009.

Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax. This is a one-
percent sales tax that Georgia counties may enact by referendum
and is to be used to fund construction and maintenance of parks,
schools, roads, and other public facilities. Counties may enact
two one-percent SPLOSTS over the base Georgia sales tax rate of 4
percent.
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Glossary of Acronyms (continued)

Meaning and Explanation

Southern Regional Accessibility Study. An ARC-sponsored
study of the southern part of the Atlanta metropolitan region
(specifically Coweta, Fayette, Clayton, Spalding and Henry Coun-
ties) developed in response to recent increases in growth in this
part of the region. The SRAS was intended to establish a strategic,
long-term vision and area-wide plan that will provide structure
and order for growth in this part of the metropolitan area while
ensuring accessibility, mobility and quality of life.

Acronym

Safe Routes to School. A federal transportation program
that provides funding to promote non-vehicular access to and
from schools. It funds a wide variety of programs and projects,
from building safer street crossings to establishing programs that
encourage children and their parents to walk and bicycle safely to
school

Surface Transportation Program. A federal transportation
program that provides flexible funding that may be used by states
and local governments for projects on any Federal-aid highway,
bridge projects on any public road, transit capital projects, and
intracity and intercity bus terminals and facilities.

Traffic Analysis Zone. In travel demand modeling and fore-
casting, TAZs are geographic areas that are the basis for traffic
demand estimation. Each geographic area is associated with
socioeconomic input data (such as the number of households, the
number of vehicles per household and the number of jobs in that
zone) and serves as the basis for how trips that are produced and
attracted throughout the travel demand model area. Typically
TAZs are constructed to keep population and employment rela-
tively consistent.

Transportation Demand Management. The use of strate-
gies and public policies to reduce travel demand, especially single-
occupant private vehicle demand, or to lessen the concentration
of this demand at peak travel times or along a limited number of
roadways.
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Glossary of Acronyms (continued)

Meaning and Explanation

Transportation Enhancement grants. TE grants of-

fer funding to expand transportation choices and enhance the
transportation experience through a series of activities related

to surface transportation, including pedestrian and bicycle
infrastructure and safety programs, scenic and historic highway
programs, landscaping and scenic beautification, historic preser-
vation, and environmental mitigation. TE projects must relate to
surface transportation and must qualify under one or more of the
12 eligible categories. TE grants are a principal means of funding
for bicycle and pedestrian projects.

Acronym

Transportation Improvement Program. The fiscally-
constrained list of transportation projects and programs that
have committed funding and are expected to be implemented in a
shorter time-frame than that covered by the LRTP (typically this
time frame is 3 to 5 years).

Travel Time Index. This is a technical measurement compar-
ing between the time spent traveling a given route or corridor in
forecasted travel conditions, which may have traffic congestion,
and free-flow conditions, which are assumed not to have conges-
tion. This is expressed in terms of a numeric ratio, with a TTI of
1.0 representing free-flow conditions (as the forecast travel time
is divided by the free-flow travel time). ARC uses TTI as a way
of gauging likely benefit of specific transportation projects and
the effects of a planned project or projects on the entire Atlanta
region.

Volume/Capacity ratio. A technical measurement that com-
pares traffic volume on a roadway or roadway feature (such as an
intersection) to its designed capacity. V/C is used as a simple way
of understanding a roadway’s performance and quality of service.

Vehicle Hours Traveled. VHT is a measure of the total num-
ber of hours spent in travel by all vehicles within a given time
period and geographic area. It is used by regional transportation
and environmental agencies for planning purposes.

Vehicle Miles Traveled. VMT is a measure of the total num-
ber of miles driven by all vehicles within a given time period and
geographic area. It is used by regional transportation and environ-
mental agencies for planning purposes.
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