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COUNTY DEPARTMENT AGENDA REQUEST 


Department: Presenter(s):


Background/History/Details:


Wording for the Agenda:


What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?


If this item requires funding, please describe:


Has this issue come before the Commissioners in the past? If so, when?


Do you need audio-visual for the presentation?


 STAFF USE ONLY


Administrator's Approval


Back-up Material Submitted?


Approved by Finance


Approved by Purchasing


Reviewed  by Legal


Approved by County Clerk


Type of Request:


Staff Notes:


Meeting Date:


Commissioners Commissioner Steve Brown


Consideration of authorization for County staff to restore transportation priorities due to severe budget constraints, restricting spending on 


lower priority projects, ensuring completion of the number one priority T-SPLOST project (East Fayetteville Bypass).


This discussion is requested by Commissioner Brown. His intent was that it be discussed at the March 24 Board meeting but because of 


a clerical error, the Board was not given the standard period of time to review his request before discussing it at that meeting. Mr. Brown 


agreed to postpone the discussion until the April 6 Workshop. 


 


Typically the Board does not vote during a Workshop but because of staff's error, the Board may take a vote on this item at the 


Workshop. Workshops are legally convened, publicized public meetings so taking an action at a Workshop is legal and appropriate. It is 


just the Board's policy to take official votes at evening meetings when more of the public is present.


Discussion of Commissioner Brown's recommendation, which may result in action by the Board.


Yes Thursday, March 24, 2011


Yes


Yes


Not Applicable


Not Applicable


Yes


Yes


Old BusinessWednesday, April 6, 2011
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COUNTY DEPARTMENT AGENDA REQUEST 


Department: Presenter(s):


Background/History/Details:


Wording for the Agenda:


What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?


If this item requires funding, please describe:


Has this issue come before the Commissioners in the past? If so, when?


Do you need audio-visual for the presentation?


 STAFF USE ONLY


Administrator's Approval


Back-up Material Submitted?


Approved by Finance


Approved by Purchasing


Reviewed  by Legal


Approved by County Clerk


Type of Request:


Staff Notes:


Meeting Date:


Stormwater Management Department Vanessa Birrell


Consideration of staff's recommendation to increase the yard-waste tipping fees at the County's landfill to meet projected yard-waste 


operation expenditures.


In 2001, Fayette County began a yard-waste-to-mulch initiative where yard waste is extracted out of the solid-waste stream, ground into 


mulch, and then given back to local residents.  Free mulch can be loaded by residents anytime or loaded by the landfill operator on 


Saturdays.  


  


EPD sanctions this initiative by not requiring an Inert Landfill Permit if yard waste is routinely ground and redistributed.  Providing a yard 


waste disposal service also reduces the need for local residents to burn yard waste which in turn, reduces the chance of uncontrolled 


fires.  Mulch then returns nutrients to the soil, reduces erosion and irrigation-water usage. 


 


Revenue generated from current yard-waste tipping fees, approved by the Board of Commissioners on May 5th, 2004  did not cover 


yard-waste expenditures in 2009 and 2010.  Since yard-waste expenses are funded from the Solid Waste Enterprise Fund, it is staff’s 


recommendation to increase yard-waste user fees to meet current and projected operation expenses. 


Consideration of proposed yard-waste user fees and approval to place a request on the April 21, 2011 board meeting to increase yard-


waste tipping fees as advised by the Board to cover projected yard-waste expenditures.


Yard-waste expenses are budgeted from the Solid Waste Enterprise Fund.  


Yes May 2004


No


Yes


Yes


Yes


Not Applicable


Yes


Yes


New BusinessWednesday, April 6, 2011







Mailing Address:  140 Stonewall Avenue West                                           Main Phone:  770-305-5410                                 Web Site:  www.fayettecounty 
ga.gov 


 
TO:  Jack Krakeel 
  Mary Holland 
  Tony Parrott 


 
FROM: Vanessa Birrell 


 
DATE:  March 24, 2011 


 
SUBJECT: Yard-Waste Operations/Tipping Fees  
 
Operations at the Fayette County Transfer Station fall into three distinct functions:  
 


1. residential/commercial trash and recycling management;  
2. yard-waste management; and  
3. post-closure environmental compliance.    


 
Under county contract, Waste Management collects and transfers residential and commercial trash; 
single-stream, electronic and metal recycling.  Waste Management also weighs and collects tipping 
fees for trash and yard-waste disposal. These fees support the Solid Waste Enterprise Fund where 
operating costs and post-closure environmental compliance expenses are sourced. 
 
Yard-Waste Management 
In 2001 Fayette County began a yard-waste-to-mulch initiative where yard waste is extracted out of 
the solid-waste stream, ground into mulch, and then given back to local residents.  Free mulch can 
be loaded by residents anytime or loaded by the landfill operator on Saturdays.  


  
EPD sanctions this initiative by not requiring an Inert Landfill Permit if yard waste is routinely 
ground and redistributed.  Providing a yard-waste disposal service also reduces the need for local 
residents to burn yard waste which in turn, reduces the chance of uncontrolled fires.  Mulch returns 
nutrients to the soil, reduces erosion and irrigation-water usage. 
 
Yard-waste operations include pushing brush and debris with a bulldozer to optimize storage space 
after residents unload and loading mulch for residents with a small front-end loader.  The yard-
waste area is busiest on Saturdays in the spring and fall.  Approximately 12,000 residential 
customers accessed the yard-waste area last year to dispose of yard waste.  Additionally, on 
Saturdays mulch is loaded by the landfill operator to county residents.  On busy spring and fall 
Saturday’s as many as 85 loads of mulch are dispersed. 
 
On these busy seasonal Saturdays vehicle congestion becomes a safety problem for customers and 
employees (Fig. 1.) Trucks dropping off yard debris routinely drive in behind the bulldozer as the 







 


operator is pushing up debris.  The landfill operator may not see customers pulling up quickly 
behind the dozer and getting out to unload.  It is recommended to have one additional county 
employee assist the Landfill Operator on busy seasonal Saturdays to address this safety problem.   
 
Yard-waste Fees 
The current yard-waste tipping fees, approved by the Board of Commissioners on May 5th, 2004 
(Fig. 2) did not cover yard-waste expenditures in 2009 and 2010.  The 2011 expected fees will 
closely cover expenses due to the low grinding expense (Fig. 3.)   Yard-waste expenses are 
subdivided into personnel, grinding, and operation and maintenance.  Projected personnel and 
operations and maintenance expenses are divided between yard-waste operations and post-closure 
operations with the exception of the seasonal part-time employee.  Grinding cost is expected to 
revert back to the 2009-2010 trends since fuel prices continue to rise and customer use increases. 
 
Three proposed fee schedules (Figure 3) are used for to project revenue to cover yard-waste 
expenses and maintain the current level-of-service.  A survey of surrounding areas show all 
proposed fees schedules are comparable the surrounding area (Figure 4.)  Waste Management 
incorporates the $10 minimum into the reported commercial tonnage; therefore revenue data from 
the minimum fee is not included in the proposed schedules.  In all three schedules the $1 fee for 
yard debris contained in a car trunk or trash can remains constant. 
 


Schedule No. 1 - The residential flat rate of $3 increases to $7; the minimum fee for any 
tonnage over 2 cubic yards or commercial increases to $15; and commercial fee 
increases to $33/ton. Revenue covers expenses with 25% in contingency for budget 
increases.  The residential customer is absorbing most of the rate increase. 
 
Schedule No. 2 – The residential flat rate of $3 increases to $5; the minimum fee for 
tonnage over 2 cubic yards or commercial increases to $15; and the commercial fee 
increases to $33/ton.   Revenue covers expenses with 1% in contingency for budget 
increases. The commercial customer is absorbing the main rate increase. 
 
Schedule No. 3 -The residential flat rate and the minimum fee remain the same as 
proposed in No. 2 but the commercial fee increases to $35/ton.   Revenue covers 
expenses with 3% in contingency for budget increases.    Again, the commercial 
customer is absorbing the main rate increase in this schedule. 
 


Since yard-waste expenses are funded from the Solid Waste Enterprise Fund, it is staff’s 
recommendation to increase yard-waste user fees to meet current and projected operation expenses.  
Staff further recommends increase the user-fee as proposed in Schedule No. 3 where the 
commercial customer absorbs the majority of the rate increase. This recommendation is based on 
the initial 2001 initiative to offer alternative yard-waste disposal to Fayette County residents. 
 


 
 







 


 
 


 
 
 


 
 


Figure 1.  Vehicle congestion in the yard-waste area, Fall 2010 
 







FAYETTE COUNTY TRANSFER STATION 
DISPOSAL FEES 


 


SOLID WASTE AND CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS 
ITEM NO. FEE 


Residential waste in containers, boxes, bags, 
etc.  (No. based on 30-gallon bag equivalents) 
 
 
 
Baby or twin mattresses and box springs 
 
Large appliances, furniture, other mattresses 
and box springs, etc.   
 
Municipal solid waste, construction & demolition 
debris, contractors, all scale measurements 


1-5 
6-10 


11-15 
>15 


 
each 


 
each 


 
 


per ton 


$4 
$8 


$12 
scale 


 
$5 
 


$10 
 
 


$37 


CONDITIONS 
• No hazardous materials, batteries, rail-road ties or tires; 
• Freon must be removed from compressors - letter from certified 


technician required; 
• Fuels and lubricants must be drained from engines and motors; and 
• Paint must be dry or absorbed with kitty litter or similar material. 


 
YARD WASTE – FAYETTE COUNTY RESIDENTS ONLY 
QUANTITY NO. FEE 


< 1 cubic yard  
(e.g., car trunk, trash can) 
 
1 – 2 cubic yards 
(e.g., full pick-up or small trailer) 
 
> 2 cubic yards, all commercial vehicles 
(e.g., pick-up and trailer, large trailers, trucks, 
etc) 


each 
 
 


each 
 
 


each 
- or - 


per ton 


$1 
 
 


$3 
 
 


$10 
- or - 
$25 


CONDITIONS 
• Yard waste limited to grass, leaves, limbs and trunks; 
• Maximum limb/trunk size: 12” diameter and 4’ length;  
• No large stumps; and 
• No building materials, landscape timbers, rail-road ties, etc.    



vbirrell

Typewritten Text
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SOLID WASTE  EXPENSES/REVENUE
PROPOSED 
FEE NO. 1


PROPOSED 
FEE NO. 2


PROPOSED 
FEE NO. 3


2009 2010 2011 
Projected


2012 
Projected


Residential $7  
Commercial $33 
(Minimum $15)


Residential $5  
Commercial $33 
(Minimum $15)


Residential $5  
Commercial $35 
(Minimum $15)


Yard Waste Revenue
     RESIDENTIAL 36,460$            $         31,704 30,110$        $    32,488 82,696$               59,068$                59,068$                 
     COMMERCIAL 30,160$           38,645$          35,417$       34,466$     38,951$               38,951$                41,312$                 
     TOTAL 66,620$          70,349$         65,527$      66,953$    121,647$            98,019$               100,380$              


Yard Waste Expenses
     EMPLOYEE COST 20,108$           20,195$          21,599$       22,844$     22,844$               22,844$                22,844$                 
     GRINDING 47,083$           58,885$          36,000$       60,000$     60,000$               60,000$                60,000$                 
     M&O EXPENSES 10,318$           5,449$            5,489$         6,169$       6,169$                 6,169$                  6,169$                   
     TOTAL 77,508$          84,529$         63,088$      89,013$    89,013$              89,013$               89,013$                


     PART-TIME EMPLOYEE (26 Sat/Year) 6,557$       6,557$                 6,557$                  6,557$                   
     ADMINISTRATIVE 1,326$       1,326$                 1,326$                  1,326$                   


TOTAL EXISTING AND PROPOSED 
EXPENSES 77,508$           84,529$          63,088$       96,895$     96,895$               96,895$                96,895$                 


NET (10,889)$         (14,180)$        2,439$        (22,059)$  24,752$              1,124$                 3,485$                  


NOTES
AVERAGE PRICE RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS $2.75 / customer
AVERAGE PRICE COMMERCIAL CUSTOMERS $29.20 / customer


COMMERCIAL - $10 MINIMUM


FULL TIME LANDFILL OPERATOR SPLIT COST WITH CLOSURE/POST CLOSURE
M&O EXPENSES SPLIT COST WITH CLOSURE/POST CLOSURE


Figure 3







AREA YARD-WASTE USER FEES


Jurisdiction Disposal        
Site


Resident Fee   
(Non-resident)


Commercial 
Fee


Finished 
Product


Cherokee County WoodTech Recycling Free Mulch sold


Clayton County Recycling Center $15/load ($20) $20 min    $40/ton Free Mulch


Cobb County Tag Grinding $7 min


Coweta County Transfer station
$10 min    
$35.20/ton


$10 min   
$35.20/ton


Dekalb County Curbside Pickup Free Mulch


Douglas County
$1.65/100 lbs  
$33/ton


$1.65/100 lbs  
$33/ton Free Mulch


Gwinnett County $10 min
flat rate/size 
dependent Mulch Sold


Rockdale County
Rockdale County 
Recycling Center Free Not Accepted


Free Mulch 
(loaded)


Spaulding County
Shoal Creek 
Recycling Center Not Accepted Free Mulch


City of Canton Curbside Pickup


City of Fairburn Curbside Pickup Free Not Offered Not Offered


City of Peachtree City Rockaway Road Free Not Offered Free Mulch
College Park/Fulton 
County


Merk Miles Transfer 
Station $1/bag $15 min   $35/ton


Figure 4
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COUNTY DEPARTMENT AGENDA REQUEST 


Department: Presenter(s):


Background/History/Details:


Wording for the Agenda:


What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?


If this item requires funding, please describe:


Has this issue come before the Commissioners in the past? If so, when?


Do you need audio-visual for the presentation?


 STAFF USE ONLY


Administrator's Approval


Back-up Material Submitted?


Approved by Finance


Approved by Purchasing


Reviewed  by Legal


Approved by County Clerk


Type of Request:


Staff Notes:


Meeting Date:


Road Andy Adams


Discussion of the costs and impacts of various paving and widening alternatives for Snead Road west of Old Greenville Road.


This portion of Snead Road is the last remaining unpaved section.  The road is currently a dead end road.  In the Comissioners' meeting 
of August 14, 2008, the Board provided the directive that the road be paved with minimal shoulder and drainage improvements and the 
road width would remain the same.  In the Commissioners' Workshop held in January 2011, the subject of widening Snead Road to a 
standard cross-section was discussed.  The Road Department was requested to carefully look at both alternatives and report back to the 
Board.  This presentation will provide information into the impacts and cost of both alternatives.


Staff would like input from the Board of Commissioners and direction on how to proceed. 


$53,300 is available for this project in the Capital Improvement Program.   Approximately $50,000 remains from the previous Snead Road 
phase (Chappell Road to Old Greenville Road).  


Yes Thursday, August 14, 2008


Yes


Yes


No


Yes


Not Applicable


Yes


Yes


Old BusinessWednesday, April 6, 2011








Workshop Agenda
Board of Commissioners


April 6, 2011


 3:30 P.M.


Call to Order.


Acceptance of Agenda.


OLD BUSINESS:


1. Consideration of authorization for the County staff to restore transportation


priorities due to severe budget constraints, restricting spending on lower


priority projects, ensuring completion of the number one priority T-SPLOST


project (East Fayetteville Bypass).


2. Discussion of the costs and impacts of various paving and widening


alternatives for Snead Road west of Old Greenville Road.


NEW BUSINESS:


3. Discussion of proposed amendments to the Fayette County Code of


Ordinances, Chapter 20. Zoning Ordinance, Section 5-47. Standards for


Telecommunications Antennas and Towers.


4. Consideration of staff’s recommendation to increase the yard waste tipping


fees to meet projected yard waste operation expenditures.  


5. Consideration of a request from the Health Department for additional cleaning


of their facility.


REPORTS:


ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORTS


COMMISSIONERS REPORTS


ADJOURNMENT


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


Herb Frady, Chairman
Robert Horgan, Vice Chairman


Steve Brown
Lee Hearn


Allen McCarty


i


STAFF


Jack Krakeel, County Administrator
Scott Bennett, County Attorney


Carol Chandler, Executive Assistant
Karen Morley, Chief Deputy Clerk


Floyd Jones, Deputy Clerk


i


MEETING LOCATION


Public Meeting Room
Administrative Complex
140 Stonewall Avenue
Fayetteville, GA 30214


i


MEETING TIMES


1  Wednesday each month at 3:30 p.m.st


i


COMMISSION OFFICE


Administrative Complex
Suite 100


140 Stonewall Avenue
Fayetteville, GA 30214
Phone: 770.305.5200


Fax: 770.305.5210


i


WEB SITE


www.fayettecountyga.gov


i


E-MAIL


administration@fayettecountyga.gov








COUNTY DEPARTMENT AGENDA REQUEST 


Department: Presenter(s):


Background/History/Details:


Wording for the Agenda:


What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?


If this item requires funding, please describe:


Has this issue come before the Commissioners in the past? If so, when?


Do you need audio-visual for the presentation?


 STAFF USE ONLY


Administrator's Approval


Back-up Material Submitted?


Approved by Finance


Approved by Purchasing


Reviewed  by Legal


Approved by County Clerk


Type of Request:


Staff Notes:


Meeting Date:


Administration Jack Krakeel 


Discussion of request from staff concerning the need for additional cleaning services in the Physical Health Department.


Staff from the Health Department has requested a higher level of cleaning for their department than they have previously received. 


Heretofore, the County's custodial crew has done the cleaning of the Health Department but they would like more. 


 


The Administrator will present the issues and possible solutions to accommodate the needs of the Health and how the additional request 


could/should be funded. 


Hear discussion from Administrator. A consensus on how to proceed may be needed. 


No


No


Yes


No


Yes


Not Applicable


Yes


Yes


New BusinessWednesday, April 6, 2011








COUNTY DEPARTMENT AGENDA REQUEST 


Department: Presenter(s):


Background/History/Details:


Wording for the Agenda:


What action are you seeking from the Board of Commissioners?


If this item requires funding, please describe:


Has this issue come before the Commissioners in the past? If so, when?


Do you need audio-visual for the presentation?


 STAFF USE ONLY


Administrator's Approval


Back-up Material Submitted?


Approved by Finance


Approved by Purchasing


Reviewed  by Legal


Approved by County Clerk


Type of Request:


Staff Notes:


Meeting Date:


Planning & Zoning Dennis Dutton


Discussion of proposed amendments to the Fayette County Code of Ordinance, Chapter 20. Zoning Ordinance, Sec. 5-47.  Standards for 


Telecommunications Antennas and Towers.   


On December 9, 2010, the revised Zoning Ordinance was adopted in its entirety.  Upon implementation, staff has discovered minor 


housekeeping revisions required regarding the application submittal process for towers. 


 


If the Board is in agreement with staff's recommendations, staff will prepare the proposed amendments for public hearings before the 


Planning Commission and the Board of Commissioners in May.


Permission to advertise the proposed amendments for a public hearing to be held by the Planning Commission on May 5, 2011, and by 


the Board of Commissioners on May 26, 2011.


Funds are not needed at this time, but will be part of an overall cost to update the Fayette County Code.


No


No


Yes


Yes


Not Applicable


Not Applicable


Yes


Yes


New BusinessWednesday, April 6, 2011







03/17/11- PC Wkshop
04/06/11 - BOC Wkshop


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE FAYETTE COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE


Sec. 3-1. Words and tenns not explicitly defined in this Ordinance shall have the
meaning given by common and ordinary use as defined in Webster's New Collegiate
Dictionary. The word "shall" is always mandatory while the word "may" is merely
discretionary. The following specific definitions shall apply:


Tower. Any structure that is designed and constructed primarily for the purpose of
supporting one (1) or more antennas, including self supporting lattice towers, guyed
towers, or monopole towers. The tenn includes radio and television transmission towers,
microwave towers, common carrier towers, cellular telephone towers, and alternative
tower structures.


Tower Facility. The area containing ~towerl antennas, all accessory equipment cabinets
or buildings, and required security fencing, excluding tower anchors.


Tower Height. When referring to a tower or tower facilities, the distance measured from
ground level to the highest point on the tower or other structure, even if said highest point
is an antenna (see Building Height.)


Tower, Planned. Any tower that is in the public hearing procedure, approval site
application process or has been approved, but not yet constructed (see Article Y.)


Tower structure, dlternative. Tower structures designed to diminish, camouflage, or
conceal the appearance of antennas or towers including: monopine (man-made pine
trees), free-standing clock towers and bell towers, light poles, flag poles, internal antenna
towers (alk/a "slick stick") including cylindrical unicells andlor similar alternative design
tower structures.


Towers and Antennas, Pre-Existing. Any tower or antenna permitted prior to December
10,1998.


Sec. 5-47. Standards for Telecommunications Antennas and Towers.
A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose of this ordinance is to establish minimum development


standards for the regulation of commercial telecommunications transmission towers,
including, but not limited to: cellular and Personal Communications Systems (PCS)
towers, broadcasting towers, two-way radio towers, fixed-point microwave dishes,
commercial satellites and receiving dishes, and related equipment cabinets andlor
buildings. The intent of this ordinance is: (1) to implement the provisions of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, on a local level; (2) to control placement of towers and
antennas in a way that minimizes the adverse visual impact to nearby properties by
locating towers and antennas in non-residential areas or in areas where the adverse
impact on the community is minimal; and (3) to advocate the shared use of new and
existing tower sites through co-location, thereby discouraging the proliferation of towers
throughout Fayette County.
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B. Authority. Only the Board of Commissioners has the authority to reduce or waive the
requirements under this section through the public hearing procedure.


C. Applicability.
1. District Height Limitations. Height limits specified for each zoning district shall


not apply to towers and antennas. The requirements set forth herein shall govern
the height of towers and antennas.


2. Governmentally Owned Property. These requirements shall not apply to any
governmentally owned property, including: properties owned by the Board of
Commissioners, Board of Education, or a municipality, as well as, the State or
Federal government, that are used for the location of any tower facility.


3. Amateur Radio Antennas. This ordinance shall not govern any amateur radio
tower, or the installation of any antenna, that is less than 70 feet in height and is
owned and operated by a federally-licensed amateur radio station operator.


4. Pre-Existing Towers and Antennas.
a. Any tower or antenna which existed prior to December 10, 1998, that


does not comply with the requirements herein shall be deemed legally
nonconfonning. Any enlargement of a pre-existing tower or tower
facility, shall meet the requirements herein. Co-location of an antenna
which does not increase the height of the tower or placement of
additional equipment cabinets or buildings within the existing tower
facility shall be allowed under the provisions of Site Plan Requirements.


b. Replacement of a pre-existing legally nonconforming tower structure is
permitted provided that all of the following apply:
i. The replacement tower is constructed within 25 feet of the


existing tower and is not greater in height than the existing
tower.


11. The tower being replaced is removed from site within 90
calendar days from the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy
for the replacement tower;


iii. Additional co-location opportunities on the new tower are made
available with the minimum users required based on tower
height; and


IV. A site plan indicating the location of the replacement tower shall
be required.


D. General Requirements.
1. Towers and tower facilities shall be on a lot which meets the minimum lot size


for the zoning district in which it is located. Towers and tower facilities may be
located on a lot containing another use. Towers and tower facilities may occupy
a leased area being a portion of the lot.


2. Internal setbacks for towers, tower facilities, and anchors shall be measured to
the boundaries of the lot, not the boundaries of the leased area. Setbacks for
towers shall be measured from the base of the tower,
a. All towers shall be set back from all adjoining properties zoned


residential or A-R a distance equal to the height of the tower plus 10 feet.
b. All towers shall be set back from all adjoining properties zoned non


residential a distance of 100 feet.
c. All towers shall be set back from the street right-of-way (existing or


required) a distance equal to the height of the tower. Street right-of-way
is based on the classification of the street (see County Code,
Development Regulations.)
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d. All towers, excluding alternative tower structures, shall be set back from
any off-site residence a distance equal to three (3) times the tower height
or a minimum of 500 feet, whichever is greater.


e. Any tower facility and anchors for guyed towers shall comply with the
minimum required setbacks and/or buffers of the applicable zoning
district.


3. Towers located on the same lot as a private school or day care center shall be set
back a distance equal to the height of the tower from all facilities , excluding
parking areas. This provision shall not apply to an alternative tower structure
which is allowed in conjunction with a Private School Conditional Use.


4. All towers, excluding alternative tower structures, shall be structurally designed
to accommodate the following minimum numbers of carriers based on height of
the tower:
a. up to 70 feet: one (1) carrier;
b. greater than 70 up to 120 feet: two (2) carriers;
c. greater than 120 feet up to 150 feet: three (3) carriers;
d. greater than 150 feet up to 180 feet : four (4) carriers;
e. greater than 180 feet up to 250 feet: five (5) carriers; and
f. greater than 250 feet: six (6) carriers.


5. All tower facilities, excluding tower facilities associated with alternative tower
structures, shall be enclosed by a steel chain link fence not less than eight (8) feet
in height, with slat inserts for screening. Access to the telecommunication tower
shall be through a locking gate. In addition, a minimum of three (3) strands of
barbed wire shall be used along the top of the fence to prevent unauthorized
access to the tower.


6. A landscaped strip 10 feet in width surrounding the perimeter of the tower
facility shall be required. Landscaping shall be staggered double rows of
evergreen trees a minimum of six (6) feet in height when planted and spaced
every 10 feet on center. Landscaping shall be installed on the outside of the
required security fence. Existing mature tree growth and natural land forms on
the site shall be preserved to the maximum extent possible. In some cases, such
as towers sited on large wooded lots, the Zoning Administrator may determine
that natural growth around the property perimeter may be sufficient in lieu of the
required landscaping. If existing vegetation is to remain and requested to count
toward the landscaping requirements, all such information, including location,
size, and type of vegetation shall be indicated on the site/landscape plan. These
requirements shall not apply to a tower facility associated with an alternative
tower structure.


7. Maximum height for all towers and antennas is 500 feet. Tower height shall be
measured from the natural grade of the ground at the location of the tower to the
highest point of the tower, including any antenna. If minimal grading (elevation
of one [1] to two (2)] feet above natural grade) is required to level the ground for
the tower base, tower height shall be measured from the finished grade approved
by the County Engineer.


8. No signage shall be placed on a tower structure or antenna.
9. AfJf3licf1;tion Rcqblirements. All apfJlicants for new tower construction shall


include the following infonnatioR at time of application submittal : site and
landsc~e fJlaRs dravm to seale; a report inoluding all to\ver sfJecifieatioRs and a
description: of the tower vAth technical [eaSORS for its design; documentation
establiSHing the strucmral iRtegrity for the tOTNer's proposed uses; the general
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capacit)' of the to'.ver and information necessary to assure that ANSI standards
are met; a statement of intent on whether excess space will be leased; proof of
ownership of the proposed site or authorization to utilize it; and copies of any
easements necessary.


+G 9. Inventory ofExisting or Planned Tower Sites. No new tower shall be permitted
unless the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the County that no
existing tower or any planned towers can accommodate the applicant's proposed
antenna. All evidence shall be signed and sealed by appropriate licensed
professionals or qualified industry experts. All of the following shall be required
to sufficiently demonstrate that no existing or planned tower can accommodate
the proposed antenna:
a. Each applicant for a new tower and antenna shall contact the owners of


all existing and planned tower sites, including those located within the
zoning jurisdictions of municipalities and/or other counties, that are
within the search area of the applicant's proposed tower or antenna
location, and provide the Plalming and Zoning Department with an
inventory of said tower sites at the time of application submittal.
The inventory shall include the following information:
i. All tower owners and the number of carriers for each tower site;
ii. The site location, total height, and design type of each tower;
iii. Details of all existing and planned towers or structures located


within the search area and the ability of such to meet the
applicant's engineering requirements, including, but not limited
to: sufficient height, structural support strength, and
electromagnetic interference with antenna(s) on the existing
towers or structures;


iv. Other limiting factors that render existing towers and structures
unsuitable; and


v. Letters of rejection for requests to co-locate on all existing and
planned towers within the service area of the proposed tower.


b. The Planning and Zoning Department may share such information with
other applicants applying for approval under this ordinance or other
organizations seeking to locate antennas within the jurisdiction of the
governing authority, provided; however, that the Planning and Zoning
Department is not, by sharing such information, in any way representing
or warranting that such sites are available or suitable.


c. If it is determined that the applicant cannot feasibly locate an antenna on
an existing tower or planned tower, the applicant shall demonstrate that
the proposed new tower is designed to accommodate the required
number of carriers.


-1+- Site Ptetl'l Requirements. All tower applicants for ne\y towers shall be required to
submit a scaled site plan which complies with all applicable requirements of the
Development Regulations (see County Code.) Additional information indicated
on the site plan shall include, total tower height including antennas, type and
design of any tower facility, including equipment buildings or cabinets,
ingress/egress, landscaping and buffer requirements, setbacks, fencing, zoning of
adjacent property, and other information necessary to assess compliance with this
ordinance. Any information of an engineering nature that the applicaat submits,
whether civil, mechanical, or electrical, shall be certified by a licensed
professional engineer. Site plan submittal shall iaclude completion of a tovier
application, signed and aotarized by both the property owner and the tower
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company representative/agent.
The follov/ing scenarios shall not require submittal ofa site plan:
a. Installing an antenna on an eJdsting stroeture, so long as said installation


adds no more than 20 feet to the height of said existing structure
(including buildiags, lightlutility poles, '>vater towers, or other free
standing non residential structlHes exeluding signs and towers.)


b. Co locating an anteillla on any existing tower, so long as, said
installation does not exceed the maJEimum height of administrative tower
approval for that location and complies with all applicable conditions of
approval associated 'Nith the tower site.


c. Enlargement of an existing equipment building, or placement of
additional equipment cabinets or buildings at a tower site which does not
require an enlargement of the existing tO'Ner facility.


Prior to the placement or co location of any antenna, enlargement of an e,dsting
equipment building, or placement of additional equipment cabinets or buildings
at a tov/er site, the applicant shall provide written notice to the Zoning
Administrator. The notice shall inelude a depiction of the location, size, and
configaration of such antenna on the eJdsting to\'/or and equipment location
"'/ithin the existing tower faeilit), in reference to an existing site plan and a
certification from a licensed professional engineer velifying that the antenna 'Nil!
comply with wind load requirements and weight limits for the structure or tower
as designed and installed, A Zoning Compliance Form shall be issued by the
Zoning Admiaistrator upon satisfaction of the above requirements, and any
applicable building permits/inspections shall be required.


-R10. Aesthetics and Lighting Requirements. The following compatibility standards
shall govern the aesthetics and lighting of any tower facility, including the
installation of antennas on towers.
a. Towers shall either maintain a galvanized steel finish or, subject to any


applicable standards of the FAA, be painted a neutral color, so as to
reduce visual obtrusiveness.


b. If an antenna is installed on a structure other than a tower, the antelma
and equipment cabinets shall be architecturally compatible with, the
color and texture of the supporting structure, Roof mounted equipment
cabinets shall be screened so as to make the equipment visually
unobtrusive.


c. Towers shall not be artificially lighted, unless required by the FAA or
other applicable authority. If lighting is required, the governing authority
may review the available lighting alternatives and approve the design
that would cause the least disturbance to the surrounding views.


Hil. Federal Requirements. All towers shall meet current standards and regulations
of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC), and any other agency of the federal govemment with the
authority to regulate towers and antenna, including modulation studies on
frequency usage, to avoid interference with existing systems in operation. :Pflef
to submittal for an administrative site plan approval, applicants shall be required
to submit a copy of the Determination of No Hazard to Air :Navigatioa from the
FAA aad a eop,' of the Carrier's FCC license.


M12. Building Codes and Safety Standard Requirements, To ensure the structural
integrity of towers, the owner of a tower shall ensure that it is maintained in
compliance with standards contained in applicable local building codes and the
applicable standards for towers that are published by the Electronic Industries
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Association, as amended. If, upon inspection, the governing authority concludes
that a tower fails to comply with such codes and standards or that such tower
constitutes a danger to persons or property, then upon notice being provided to
the owner of the tower, the owner shall have 60 days to bring such tower into
compliance.


H13. Removal ofAbandoned Antennas and Towers. Prior to the abandonment of any
tower or antenna, a copy of the notice of Intent to Abandon required by the FCC
shall also be submitted to the Fayette County Planning and Zoning Department.
Any antenna or tower, including pre-existing towers and antennas, that is not in
use for a continuous period of 12 months shall be considered abandoned, and the
owner of such antenna or tower shall remove same within 90 days of receipt of
notice from the governing authority notifying the owner of such abandonment. If
there are two (2) or more users of a single tower, then this provision shall not
become effective until all users cease using the tower.


-M14. Performance Bond Required. Prior to the issuance of a Zoning Compliance
Certificate ofOccupancy to erect.flu: a new tower structure, every applicant shall
be required to deposit a performance bond with Fayette County. The amount of
the bond shall be equal to 10 percent of the total construction cost or a
minimum of $5,000, whichever is greater. not less than $5,000 nor more than
lOpercent of construction costs, shall be set b)' the Zoning l\dministrator. Such
bond shall be required upon compliance with all aspects of this section and shall
be applicable to any assignee and owner of any permit granted hereunder, or any
employee, contractor, subcontractor, or other party performing services in
connection with any Certificate of Zoning Compliance issued by the Planning
and Zoning Department. The required performance bond shall be released only
upon demolition of the tower and restoration of the site to the pre-development
conditions. The [enTIat of the bond shall be approved by the County Attorney
The approved format of the bond is available in the Planning and Zoning
Department.


E. Supplemental Requirements. In addition to the General Requirements above, the
following Supplemental Requirements shall apply as specified below.
1. Highway Corridor. Locating towers along the following highway corridors is


permitted as an overlay zone provided all the following requirements are met:
a. The State and County Highways included within the Highway Corridor


are S.R. 54, S.R. 85, S.R. 92, S.R. 74, S.R. 314, S.R. 279, S.R. 138, and
85 Connector.


b. The Highway Corridor tower overlay zone permits towers in any zoning
district when located within 1,000 feet of the right-of-way on either side
of the aforementioned roads in unincorporated areas of Fayette County.


c. An Administrative Approval can be granted for tovlers of 250 reet or less
in height within the High=way Corridor provided toot the tower meets all
other applicable requiremeflts.


de. Towers in excess of 250 feet in height in the Highway Corridor shall
require public hearings before the Planning Commission and Board of
Commissioners.


ed. All new towers, excluding alternative tower structures, located within the
Highway Corridor that are 70 feet or greater in height shall not be
located within one (1) statute mile from any existing or planned towers
(within any local government jurisdiction) that are 70 feet or greater in
height. This minimum distance requirement shall not apply from
existing governmentally-owned towers where co-location is not
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permitted or from alternative tower structures.
2. Outside of the Highway Corridor.


a. Outside of the Highway Corridor, a tower may be located only in the
following zoning districts:
Manufacturing and Heavy Industrial District (M-2);
Light Industrial District (M-I);
Highway Commercial District (C-H);
Community Commercial District (C-C);
Agricultural Residential (A-R); and
R-70 Single-Family Residential District.


e. An Administrative A.pproval ean ee granted for to"vers of 180 feet or less
in height outside of the Highway Corridor provided that the tower meets
all other applieaale requirements.


ab. Towers in excess of 180 feet in height outside of the Highway Corridor
shall require public hearings before the Planning Commission and Board
of Commissioners.


ec. All new towers, excluding alternative tower structures, located outside
of the Highway Corridor that are 70 feet or greater in height shall not be
located within one and one-half (1.50) statute miles from any existing or
planned towers (within any local government jurisdiction) that are 70
feet or greater in height. This minimum distance requirement shall not
apply from existing government-owned towers where co-location is not
permitted or from alternative tower structures.


3. Alternative Tower Structures.
a. The purpose of an alternative tower structure is to diminish, camouflage,


or conceal the appearance of towers and antennas to reduce the visual
impact on surrounding properties and streets. Depending on the nature of
the site, the proposed alternative tower structure shall be appropriate and
in character with its surroundings. For example, the use of a monopine is
more fitting on a site with stands of mature trees; whereas, the use of a
flag pole or light pole alternative tower structure is more suitable for the
developed portion of a site.


b. Alternative tower structures shall comply with the General Requirements
herein with the exception of the setback requirements from off-site
residences, security fencing requirements, landscape requirements, and
tower separation requirements of both the Highway Corridor and outside
of the Highway Corridor. Alternative tower structures shall be allowed
in the Highway Corridor, outside of the Highway Corridor in the zoning
districts listed herein, and in conjunction with the following existing
Conditional Uses:
1. Church or Other Place of Worship;
11. Developed Residential Recreational!Amenity Areas;
lll. Private School; and
iv. Telephone, Electric, or Gas Sub-Station or Other Public Utility


Facilities.
c. Alternative tower structures, in conjunction with the above listed


Conditional Uses, shall meet the setbacks established in the General
Requirements or the Conditional Use setbacks, whichever is greater.


e. An Aeministrative Approval can be granted for an alternative tov/er of
120 feet or less in height provided that the tower meets all other
applieaale requirements.
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ed An alternative tower in excess of 120 feet in height shall require public
hearings before the Planning Commission and Board of Commissioners.


fe. A maximum of one (1) altemative tower structure shall be allowed per
lot.


gf. The altemative tower structure shall match the visual simulation
depiction and engineering detail and specification drawings from the
manufacturer/supplier of the altemative tower structure specifically
proposed for the site.


fig. Design Review and Approval Process: Altemative tower structures shall
go through a Design Review and Approval Process before the Planning
Commission.
The purpose of this Design Review and Approval Process is to determine
that the altemative tower structure type is appropriate for the site and
surrounding area and set requirements for the alternative tower structure
type, placement on the site, equipment structures, fencing and
landscaping.
The Design Review and Approval Process application shall include the
following:
i. An analysis of the nature and character of the site and how the


alternative tower structure is appropriate in context to the site
and the view from surrounding properties and streets;


11. A visual simulation consisting of color photographs of the
proposed site with the existing view and with a depiction of the
proposed tower, from a minimum of four (4) distinct quadrants
(generally north, east, south, and west), to demonstrate the visual
impact on surrounding properties and streets; and


111. Engineering detail and specification drawings from the
manufacturer/ supplier of the altemative tower structure
specifically proposed for the site which shall indicate all
applicable requirements herein.


ih. Monopine Towers.
i. Monopine towers shall maintain the natural conical appearance


of a loblolly pine tree. Antennas shall be placed a minimum of
five (5) feet below the top of the tower, as measured from the
highest point of the antenna to maintain said appearance.


11. Foliage shall be green in color and the tower shall be brown in
color. The antennas shall be green to blend with the foliage and
the foliage shall extend a minimum of one (l) foot beyond the
antennas. The foliage shall be UV resistant to reduce
degradation and fading and constructed to withstand winds of
110 MPH, certification of such shall be supplied with the
application. Foliage shall be placed on the tower down to the
height of the foliage of surrounding trees. The structure shall
have sufficient limbs at the time of initial installation so that
there is no gap between the existing canopy and the lower most
limbs of the monopine.


iii. The installation of the foliage on the monopine shall be installed
prior to final inspections. Foliage on the monopine shall be
maintained and/or replaced to the specifications established by
the engineering detail and specification drawings from the
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manufacturer/supplier of the alternative tower structure
specifically proposed for the site to retain the screening of the
antennas. Upon notice from the County that the foliage is in
need of maintenance and/or replacement, the tower owner shall
have 90 days to make such repairs.


ji. Flag pole and light pole alternative tower structures shall utilize internal
antennas and slick stick design. Flag poles utilized as an alternative
tower structure shall be exempt from the Article V.


F. Public Hearings Required to Reduce or Waive Requirements.
1. Public hearings before the Planning Commission and Board of Commissioners


are necessary to reduce or waive requirements for the approval of a proposed
tower, antenna, or equipment cabinet or building that is not allowed under the
Permitted Uses or Administrative Approvals, and/or cannot comply with the
DeYelopment General Requirements, and/or Supplemental Requirements,...-eF
Alternative TO'.ver Structures, The procedure for said public hearings shall
follow the procedure for rezoning (see Article Xl.) Applicants shall apply for
public hearings through the Planning and Zoning Department. The application
with deadline submittal and public hearing dates is available in the Planning and
Zoning Department. The application shall include the following:
a. A scaled Concept Plan. drawn on the signed/sealed survey, graphically


indicating the lot and leased area, total tower height including antennas,
type and design of the tower structure, the boundary of the tower facility,
all applicable setbacks (both on and off-site), ingress/egress, landscaping
areas, and zoning of the subject property and adjacent property;


b. An Inventory of Existing or Planned Tower Sites per the standards listed
under Supplemental Requirements;


c. A balloon test shall be conducted prior to the public hearings. The
balloon shall be flown for a minimum offour (4) daylight hours from the
location of the proposed tower, at the requested height. The application
shall include the date and time of the balloon test and an alternative date,
in case of inclement weather. The initial balloon test shall be held on a
Saturday and the alternative date may be held on any day of the week. A
sign announcing the dates of the balloon test shall be posted on the
property by the County a minimum of five (5) calendar days prior to the
initial balloon test; and


d. The applicant shall submit a visual simulation, based on the balloon test,
a minimum of seven (7) calendar days prior to the Planning Commission
public hearing. Failure to meet this deadline will postpone the tower
application to the next scheduled cycle of public hearings. The visual
simulation shall consist of color photographs of the proposed site with
the existing view and with a depiction of the proposed tower, from a
minimum of four (4) distinct quadrants (generally north, east, south, and
west), to demonstrate the visual impact on surrounding properties and
streets. An Affidavit certifying that the correct location and height of the
tower were utilized in the balloon test shall be submitted with the visual
simulation photographs.


2. Factors Considered in Public Hearing Applications. The following factors shall
be considered when evaluating a tower application:
a. Height of the proposed tower;
b. Proximity Distance of the tower to residential structures and residential


zoning district boundaries;
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c. Nature of uses on adjacent and nearby properties;
d. Topography of the site and its effect on the efficiency of the tower in


tenns of coverage;
e. Surrounding tree coverage and foliage and its effect on the efficiency of


the tower in tenns of coverage, as well as, its effect on the visual impact
of the tower on surrounding properties and streets;


f. Design of the tower, with particular reference to design characteristics
that have the effect of reducing or eliminating visual obtrusiveness;


g. Proposed ingress and egress; and
h. The degree of the tower's compliance with the one (1) statute mile


separation (inside the Highway Corridor) or one and one-half (1.5)
statute mile separation (outside the Highway Corridor.)


In granting its approval to waive or reduce requirements, the County, through
the Board of County Commissioners or its designee, may impose conditions that
are necessary to minimize the adverse effect of a proposed tower or antenna on
adjoining property. A site application shall be submitted within 60 days of the
date of approval bv the Board of Commissioners or the proposed tower will no
longer be deemed a planned tower.


G. Site Application Requirements. All applicants for new tower construction shall include
the following information at time of application submittal:
a. completed application forms signed and notarizedj
b. proof of ownership of the proposed site parent tract aatest recorded Warranty


Deed) or authorization to utilize it;
c. site and landscape plans dravlll to scale; plan prepared by a Engineer or


Architect registered by the State of Georgia,'
d. landscape plans (see General Requirements);
e. provide number ofcarriers based on maximum height o[towerj
f. provide inventory of Existing or Planned Tower Sites (see General


Requirements) ;
g. a report including all tower specifications and a description of the tower with


technical reasons for its design;
h. documentation establishing the structural integrity for the tower's proposed uses;
1. the general capacity of the tower and infonnation necessary to assure that ANSI


standards are met;
J. a statement of intent on whether excess space will be leased;
k. copies of aay easements necessary;
I. a copy of the Determination of No Hazard to Air Navigation (rom the FAAj


and
m. a copy oUhe Carrier's FCC license (as applicable for an antenna).
Site Plan Requirements. All tower applicants for new towers shall be required to submit
a scaled site plan which complies with all applicable requirements of the Development
Regulations (see County Code.) Additional infonnation indicated on the site plan shall
include:
a. a signed/sealed survey by a land surveyor registered in the State of Georgia of


the parent tract. leased area. and ingress/egress easement. indicating the metes
and bounds for each;


b. total tower height including antennas;
c. type and design of any tower facility, including location of equipment buildings


or cabinets;
d. distance from nearest off-site residences,'
e. fencing and gate details;
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s-:- landscaping aiid buffer requirements;
f. all applicable setbacks for the tower, tower facility, and anchors for guyed


tower, as applicable;
g. distance between towers,'
h. zoning and acreage of parent tract,'
1. zoning of adjacent property; and
J. and other information necessary to assess compliance with this ordinance.
Any information of an engineering nature that the applicant submits, whether civil,
mechanical, or electrical, shall be certified by a licensed professional engineer. Site plan
submittal shall include completion of a tower application, signed and notarized by both
the property owner and the tower company representative/agent.


The following scenarios shall not require submittal of a site plan:
a. Installing an antenna on an existing structure, so long as said installation


adds no more than 20 feet to the height of said existing structure
(including buildings, light/utility poles, water towers, or other free
standing non-residential structures excluding signs and towers .)


b. Co-locating an antenna on any existing tower, so long as, said
installation does not exceed the maximum height of administrative tower
approval for that location and complies with all applicable conditions of
approval associated with the tower site.


c. Enlargement of an existing equipment building, or placement of
additional equipment cabinets or buildings at a tower site which does not
require an enlargement of the existing tower facility.


Prior to the placement or co-location of any antenna, enlargement of an existing
equipment building, or placement of additional equipment cabinets or buildings at a
tower site, the applicant shall provide written notice to the Zoning Administrator. The
notice shall include a depiction ofthe location, size, and configuration of such antenna on
the existing tower and equipment location within the existing tower facility in reference
to an existing site plan and a certification from a licensed professional engineer verifying
that the antenna will comply with wind load requirements and weight limits for the
structure or tower as designed and installed. A Zoning Compliance Form shall be issued
by the Zoning Administrator upon satisfaction of the above requirements, and any
applicable building permitslinspections shall be required.


H. Site Application Timejrames.
The County shall act on applications for co-locations within 90 days, and all other
applications within 150 days. The Zoning Administrator has 30 days to determine if an
application is complete. If the Zoning Administrator requests additional information
within the 30 day review period, the time it takes the applicant to respond will not count
towards the 90 or 150 day time limits. Upon notice that an application is incomplete, the
applicant has 30 days to submit all information necessary to complete the application.
Failure to complete the application in this timeframe shall result in an automatic
withdrawal of the application and proposed tower will no longer be deemed a planned
tower.


GI. Tower Approval Expiration.
Approval of a site application by the applicable departments for a tower granted either
administratively or through the Board of Commissioners, Of its designee, shall expire ;!4


12 months from the date of approval and will no longer be deemed a planned tower,
unless a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued for the tower or the building permit
remains active.
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